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SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 

— Nature for Sept. 28th, publishes, in full, a translation of the 
eloquent address of Professor Haeckel, at the Eisenach meeting 
of the German naturalists and physicians. After paying tribute 
to Darwin's theory of natural selection and the wide influence it 
has exerted on human thought, also giving his personal impres- 
sions of Darwin, when he first visited him in 1866, he then en- 
deavors, and with good success, to prove that Goethe was an 
evolutionist. Haeckel then gives very full credit to the views of 
Lamarck, whose merits have been quite kept in the dark by some 
English Darwinians. " We cannot," says Haeckel, "but regard it 
as a truly tragic fact, that the ' Philosophic Zoologique,' by La- 
marck, one of the greatest productions of the great literary period 
in the beginning of our century, met, from its outset, with but 
extremely little attention, and in the course of a few years was 
utterly forgotten. Not till Darwin, fifty years later on, breathed 
new life into the transformation theory therein established, was 
the buried treasure again brought into the light of day, and we 
cannot now but describe it as the completest representation of 
the theory of development prior to the time of Darwin." 

HaeckePs monistic views, as he states them in this address, 
appear to be nearly identical with the agnosticism of Herbert 
Spencer — "that purest monistic form of faith," says Haeckel, 
"which attains its climax in the conviction of the unity of God and 
nature!' The further advances we make in the knowledge of 
nature — " the more we approach that unattainable, ultimate 
ground — the purer will be our idea of God." 

Haeckel then, explains his views, uttered five years ago, as to 
the teaching of Darwinism in the lower schools, which had been 
misunderstood. "It stands to reason with these words I could not 
mean to claim that Darwinism should be taught in elementary 
schools. That is simply impossible. For just like the higher 
mathematics and physics, or the history of philosophy, Darwinism 
demands a mass of previous knowledge which can be acquired 
only in the higher stages of learning. Assuredly, however, we 
may demand that all subjects of education be treated according 
to the genetic method, and that the fundamental idea of the devel- 
opment theory, the causality of phenomena, finds everywhere its 
acknowledgment. 

— We have to announce the death of the Hon. B. B. Redding, 
State Fish Commissioner of California, a patron of science, and him- 
self possessed of no small scientific attainments, who died suddenly 
of apoplexy at his residence in San Francisco, on the morning of 
August 2 1 st. Mr. Redding was born at Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, 
in 1824, and was the son of the U. S. Consul at that place. In 
1849, he started for California in the brig Mary Jane, and after 
some interesting experiences in the Galapagos, reached San Fran^ 
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sisco, and proceeded to the gold mines. As a miner he was not 
cuccessful, but was soon elected to the Assembly, became editor 
of the San Joaquin Republican , and associate editor of the Sacra- 
mento State Journal, bought the latter paper; was in 1856, elected 
Mayor of Sacramento, and in 1863, was Secretary of State. From 
1868 to his death, he was the land agent of the Central Pacific 
Railroad, and for several years was a Regent of the California 
State University. 

Readers of the Naturalist must remember his contributions to 
science in this Magazine, and all who knew him personally, can 
testify to his kindness and courtesy, as well as to his interest in 
everything that tended toward the development of the resources 
of his adopted State. 

— As we go to press we are in receipt of the news of the 
death, on Nov. 20th, of. Dr. Henry Draper, of New York, of 
pleurisy. Both the friends of science and the personal friends of 
Dr. Draper, have in his death cause of the deepest regret. Dr. 
Draper's devotion to science, fortunately sustained by a very 
helpful marriage, has been well known. His amiable character 
endeared him to his associates. 

— The California Academy of Sciences has recently received 
the gift of a large collection of birds and a small number of 
mammals, all finely mounted specimens, including cases for the 
same. This present was made by Mrs. Crocker, of Sacramento, 
widow of the late Judge E. B. Crocker, who was much interested 
in natural history, especially ornithology. The collection em- 
braces many very rare forms, and cost several thousand dollars. — 
R. E. C. S. , 

— Natural History is making great strides in Australia. The 
Biological Station at Sydney has now been completed. It is to 
be in part maintained by the Royal Society of New South Wales, 
the Royal Society of Victoria, and the Australian Biological 
Association. The station has been built mainly through the 
exertions of Baron Miclucho Maclay, the distinguished Russian 
naturalist and explorer. 

— Professor Cope recently procured a full-grown gorilla from 
the Ogobai river. It was shipped in a tierce of spirits, and ar- 
rived in good order. 

— Professor W. B. Carpenter lectures this winter at the Lowell 
Institute on Deep Sea Soundings and on Automatism in man and 
animals. 

:o: 

PROCEEDINGS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES. 

Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences, March 
21. — Professor Cope characterized the Condylarthra, a group of 
Ungulates, found in the lowest horizon of the Eocene of the 



